RECKLESS SPIRITS LLC

Multilingual, metaphysical best friend
comedy feature film, for a bleak era!

RECKLESS SPIRITS

vivianhua.com/film/reckless-spirits Seattle, WA

Highlights

WE HAVE SUPPORT: We have raised $130k through
Kickstarter, private donations, events & grants.

WE HAVE CRED: Open Television, Full Spectrum Feat. &
NewFest New Voices agree -- this film is great!

WE HAVE AWARD-WINNING EXPERIENCE: Our producing
team has several notable credits across film/media.

2026.

WE HAVE THE RIGHT PEOPLE: An intentionally supportive
set culture makes for a happy cast & crew!

WE GOT GLOBAL APPEAL: This film has the potential for
international distribution and audience!

@ WE ARE READY: We are confirmed to begin filming in Q1

Team



Reckless Spirits Film

The project was a 2023 NewFest New Voices Filmmaker
Grant Semi-Finalist; it was invited to the second round of
the 2025 Sundance Feature Film Labs and the 2025
AntiGravity Screenwriters Camp.

vivianhua.com

Vivian Hua

Journalist, filmmaker, & film educator. Credits: RECKLESS
SPIRITS short , HUNT'S TRADING POST, SEARCHING SKIES.
OTV Fellow & Ambassador. Former Exec. Director of
Northwest Film Forum, Managing Editor of International
Examiner and South Seattle Emerald.

Paige Wood

Filmmaker, writer, and producer working in film, animation,
and video games. Credits: THE GIVERNY DOCUMENT,
FEMME QUEEN CHRONICLES, MINE and DOT'S HOME. 2024
Film Independent Episodic Fellow, 2022 Gotham TV Lab
Fellow, and 2012 Sundance | Knight Fellow.

Lisa van Dam-Bates

Editor, producer, filmmaker and environmental activist. Film
credits: MARLA MAE, MARTINGALE, YES WOMAN, SISTERS
& MOTHER IS SICK. Editorial work: THE AUSTIN CUT,
ARTIFICIAL INFORMER, INSURRECTION, MORE PAINT.

Catherine Nueva Espafa

Start-up consultant and fundraising advisor. Credits:
MARCIE's, BEST FRIENDS FOREVER. Film Series Curator,
Architecture + The City Festival. Film reviews for Art
Practical and Droste Effect Magazine.

Invest in the movie you want to see!

RECKLESS SPIRITS is a a metaphysical,
multilingual POC best friend comedy for a
bleak era!

SYNOPSIS: A gender-fluid Latine performance artist and a
neurotic Asian American therapist are led by a series of uncanny
circumstances into a world of ancestor spirits, psychics, and a
cult leader who is threatening to tear their friendship apart.



In a time when the world is full of chaos and uncertainty,
RECKLESS SPIRITS playfully asserts diverse creators need to
see ourselves in stories that are joyous and uplifting, rather than
eternally traumatic. It is a deeply genre story — part comedy, part
animation, part fantasy, part magic. If you enjoy over-the-top
Chinese kung-fu or ghost movies, physical comedy, absurdist
black humor, and K-Pop, this is a movie for you!

V | Reckless Spirits Feature F.ilm' Trailer

Watch on I8 YouTube

RECKLESS SPIRITS has received financial and in-kind support
from a successful Kickstarter campaign ($102,000), as well as
support and recognition from: Hillman Grad, Open Television,
Northwest Film Forum, Full Spectrum Features, Washington
Filmworks, 4Culture, Artist Trust, Koerner Camera, and and San
Francisco Transgender Film Festival’s Dream Commission
Grant. The project was a 2023 NewFest New Voices Filmmaker
Grant Semi-Finalist; it was invited to apply to the second round
of the 2025 Sundance Feature Film Labs and the 2025
AntiGravity Productions’ Screenwriters Camp.

LOW-BARRIER TO RETURN ON INVESTMENT

Because the majority of our funds raised thus far do not need to
be returned, we project that only $150,000 of the project's
overall $300,000 budget will need to be recouped in order for
RECKLESS SPIRITS to make a profit. Due to our successful
Kickstarter campaign, we have potential distribution through
Tubi and are seeking other avenues for independent distribution.

Future projections are not guaranteed.

MULTI-CULTURAL, MULTI-MARKET APPEAL

RECKLESS SPIRITS is a film for spiritualists and skeptics alike.
Propelled by the success of absurdist comedy films such as
EVERYTHING, EVERYWHERE, ALL AT ONCE (2022), BARB
AND STAR GO TO VISTA DEL MAR (2021), and PROBLEMISTA
(2024), this film speaks to a BIPOC and LGBTQ+ audience that’s
long been told to only exist within the margins -- with a focus on



universal themes like identity, exploitation, non-conformity, and
personal power.

ETHICAL, INTENTIONAL FILMMAKING

As a Director, Vee centers care and modeling healthy filmmaking
practices show that they can be the on-set norm. Transparency,
safety, community accountability, along with ongoing and
informed consent are key tenants of the RECKLESS SPIRITS
production.

TRULY DIVERSE CREW

The 30-person crew for the 12-minute short film proof-of-
concept for RECKLESS SPIRITS was almost exclusively
comprised of individuals who identify as BIPOC, LGBTQ+,
and/or living with a disability. This is an ideal we plan to mirror
once in the production of the feature as well.

SUSTAINABILITY & WASTE REDUCTION

Our producers will lead a robust sustainability plan that will
minimize waste, compost and recycle, and work with all
departments to embed a zero waste mindset into the entire
production.

LOGLINE
A gender-fluid Latine performance artist and a neurotic Asian American llmnp\ t
are led by a series of uncanny circumstances into a world of ancestor ;
psychics, and a cult leader who is threatening to tear their friendship apart.

Imagine BROAD CITY's best friend antics colr[dlngm the energetic vibrance of LOS ESPOOKYS and
the complex irreverence of BOJACK HORSEMAN, in an EVERYTHING EVERYWHERE ALL AT ONCE swirl-world...
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RECKLESS SPIRITS celebrates friendship by
exploring the multiplicities of the authentic,
multicultural, and multilingual self. In Syd and
Yvette, my co-writer Lisa Sanaye Dring and |
created bold and intelligent who serve as our
alter-egos and offer representation we don't
believe has ever been seen on-screen.

In a time when the world is full of chaes and
uncertainty, RECKLESS SPIRITS playfully asserts
we need to see ourselves in stories that are joyous
and wuplifting, rather than eternally traumatic.
Please join us on a hilarious, trippy ride.
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one to back down fram an inoppor .. but Yvette shockingly steals the show when
hallenge, Syd concludes that it i > she is suddenly overtaken by a mysterious
perfect time to debut their plant perfor 3, spirit and begins to speak in tongues!

Guy and his fanatic followers swarm around
Yvette in reverence and S0
convince

T=

Life soon warps inte hyperspeed, as
the best friends experience a series of
uncanny, inexplicable events.

After sharing the same dream on the
same night, they are paid a visit by

their ancestors, which include Yvette's
Halmeoni (Grandmaother in Korean) and
Syd's Indigenous relative, Mexica Warrior.

All of the bizarre events lead Syd and
Yvette to search desperately for answers.

After many humorous failed attempts

to seek advice from a psychic, they
eventually find the real deal in Miss
Esther and her sidekick Kong, who help
them understand the unfolding mysteries.

But Yvette becomes terrified when Miss
Esther warns her of terrible evil in her midst
that is, in particular, coming for her.

Obsessed with all the negative possibilities of what might occur,
Yvette's therapy practice goes further down the drain. She finds herself
susceptible when Guy approaches her and invites her to join his cult.

At Yvette's lowest point, the cult is able to appeal to her bruised ego.
They swoop in to turn her into one of their holy leaders - and along
the way, use her as an excellent marketing tool to sell their expensive
"spiritual” wellness products.

4 |

Syd deesn't understand how Yvette doesn't
see Guy for the creep that he is, and the best
friends experience an unprecedented blow-
out. Their journeys diverge.




Yet in the end, it is ultimately up to Syd to join forces
with their newfound psychic friends and ancestors - to
concoct the performance art intervention of a lifetime,

Will the team be able to save Yvette from
the toxic throes of cult leader fame?
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TV psychic Miss Cleo meets Puerto
Rican astrologer ter Mercado

Julio Torres (SNL, Los Espookys) meets Asian fashion influencers, with a
dash of Bowen Yang's fey characters from SNL's Weekend Update

A nonbinary apprentice and office assistant to Miss Esther, Kong is an agreeable young adult whao |s still leaming the craft of psychic life.
They are always dressed vibrantly in gender-neutral Tokyo street styles, They tend to keep it lighthearted, thaugh they do take the work
seriously. As far as spirits go, they connect most deeply with faeries, gnomes, and nymphs=not that dark stuff.

HALMEONI ::

A late 70s Korean grandmother wearing a hanbok, Halmeoni (Grandmather




descendant, Yvette, who is a modem-day Kerean-American therapist, Sassy,
blunt, and a bit of a hardass, Halmeoni shows harsh love but Is a sympathetic
figure who loaks out for Yvette's best interests and dishes out advice in Korean
idioms and proverbs.

CAST I PRODF-OF-CONCEPT;
ALEXIS RHEE R R

Alexis Rhee was bom in Seoul, Korea where her musical and artistic skills

were recognized at a very young age. She began playing the viclin at age five,
eventually becoming an accomplished musician. Alexis studied with Oscar
Shumsky of the Juilliard School of Music in New York and obtained a Master’s
degree at the Manhattan School of Music, Her love of performing and her pure
talent easily transitioned to the stage and screen, Alexis's career has spanned
generations and she continues to wow audiences around the globe. Her
extensive resume includes the films BLADE RUNNER, (Oscar winning) CRASH,
NORBIT, and BLACK PANTHER. Alexis has also appeared in many television
senes including ER, RAY DONOVAN, THE SHIELD, LOVECRAFT COUNTRY and
more, Recent credits includs the new BOSCH spinoff, and the upcaming film ME
TIME with Kevin Hart and Mark Wahiberg,

WARRIOR ILLUSTAATIONS
(HISTORICAL CODICES)

Pretty K-Pop boy band

member

your pick!




Some of these musicians were featured on the short film proof-of-concept; all will be in the feature.
Each artist is associated with certain Reckless Spirits characters or specific recurring elements.

CRYSTAL QUARTEZ FILTHY THE KID

THETEAM

VEE HUA B389 (they/them), DIRECTOR & CO-WRITER, is a filmmaker, film aducator, and
environmaental justice reporter splitting their time between Seattle, Washington, and Qaxaca, Mexico,
In their recent role as Executive Director of the interdisciplinary community hub, Northwest Film
Forum, they played a groundbreaking rele in making the space accessible for diverse audiences.
Their narrative feature film, RECKLESS SPIRITS is slated for production in early 2026, and they are
in post-production on a documentary short about Hunt's Trading Post near the Navajo and Southem
Ute Nations, They have a Master's in Tribal Resource and Environmental Stewardship from the
American Indian Studies Department at the University of Minnesota, and are pursuing a certificate
in Incidencias en Problemas Socioambientales from the Universidad del Medio Ambiente in Mexico.
Thew are rammitted tn anuitu thennah artinnahle nractices  wsehua com 1/ @hellnmunamaisves
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LISA SANAYE DRING (she/her), CO-WRITER, is a writer and director, Her play SUMO was produced
by La Jolla Plaghouse and Ma-Yi in 2023, and will be receiving its New York premiere at The Public
Theater with Ma-Yi in 2025. Her play Kairos is currently receiving a Rolling World Premiere in three
cities with National New Play Netwark. Lisa has won an Edgerton Award, a Broadway Warld Award

for Best New Play, and the PLAY LA Stage Raw/Human tas Prize. They have been a finalist for the
Relentless Award, the O'Meill Playwrights’ Conference (2x), the Seven Devils Playwrights Conference,
and a 2x finalist {one henorable mention) for the Bay Area Playwrights Festival. They have worked

with Meow Wolf and have been awarded fellowships at MacDewell, Blue Mountain Center and Yaddo.
She received an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Interactive Pragram ming for a piece she co-wrote
and co-directed with Matt Hill called I to the Blumh Live. Ii dring.com

PAIGE WOOD (sha/her) is an award ning fill ke, Seri iter, and producer working across
narrative and documentary film, animation, and videe games -- her wark recognized by the likes of BlackStar
Film Festival, Tribeca Festival, and Apple. Previously Paige served as the Supervising Producer for the
RISE-HOME STORIES PRCJECT. which brought together artists and advocates to reimagine the stories told
abnm‘ lend and hame. In addiﬁnn ta har cullahmmive waork, Paige is currently developing a series project

o leal d her d | short film debutl. Paige is a 2024 Film Independent Episodic
Lab Fellow, mz Gotham T\J' Lab Fellow, 2021-2022 USC Annenberg Civic Media Fellow, 2020 Kresge Artist
Fellow, and & 2019 Sundance Institute | Knight Foundation Program Fellow. As a fan of comedic, fantasy,
and animated storytelling, Paige loves to tell stories at the Intersection of surrealism, herror, and humor that
build on the absurdity of everyday life. blkda

LISA VAN DAM-BATES (shesher) is an Autistic writer, editor, producer and filmimaker. She is an
environmental activist who is dedicated to creating more with less and divesting frem & culture addicted to
consumerism and convenience. Lisa's feminist harror feature MARLA MAE acquired worldwide distributian
in 2018. Following the January 6 altack on the capitol, she was the editor of Nale Gowdy's INSURRECTION.
In 2023 she edited QUT OF THE BLUE: NAKED CONFESSIONS ON GENDER TRANSITION. She is the
producer and editor of THE MAIN OFFICE padcast - a deep dive into the American public education
system. Lisa is curmently in development on her second feature, eco-horror MOTHER IS SICK, Lisa is fluent
in Spanish and is working on reclaiming her mother-tongue of Dutch. She lives in the PNW with her three
rescue pups, Bleppie, Muddy and Skunk. lisavdb.com

=

CATHERINE NUEVA ESPANA [she/her) is a consultant, facilitator, and arts advacate based in Seattle.
Much of her work is geared toward supporting emerging artists, including filmmakers, choreographers,
and composers, She most recently served as an executive producer of MARCIE'S (2024) where she

helped to put tagether fundraising and communily engagement strategies. She also recently worked

with Washington Filmworks' Film Leadership Council to halp promote workforce development and film
production infrastrueture in the state. She was farmerly the Interim Executive Director at On the Boards and
the Executive Director at Velocity Dance Center in Seattle, and has served as the film series curator for the
Architecture + The City Festival in San Francisco. She serves as the Arts\WA commissioner for the 36th LD,
and as the 4th District board member for 4Culture. enueva.com

for this support information below, better here or a few pages later?

RECKLESS SPIRITS HAS BEEN SUPPORTED BY:

Hillman Grad, Open Televisoin (OTV), Northwest Film Forum, Full Spectrum Features, Washington
Filmworks, San Francisce Transgender Film Festival's Dream Commission Grants, 4Culture, Artist
Trust, Koerner Camera

RECKLESS SPIRITS IS A:

- Finalist of the 2025 Anarchists United Feature Film Incubator Grant

- 2023 NewFest New Voices Filmmaker Grant Semi-Finalist

- Recent Invitee to the Second Round of the 2025 Sundance Feature Film Lab

Downloads
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