














It’s the summer between high school graduation and the rest of their lives in a

small town in Akron, Ohio, where best friends, Sam & JJ, were born and raised.

While JJ is excited to start the life he has planned, Sam is excited to have the
world at her fingertips, which starts by getting the hell out of Ohio.

Sam has been offered a full ride scholarship to a local college, which everyone
reminds her is a great opportunity, but she’s afraid that if she doesn’t escape
now, she never will. Her heart has called her to apply to a writing internship in
California, which she soon lands. But when JJ finds out his best friend is thinking

of leaving, he dares her that he can prove why Ohio is worth sticking around for.

Taken aback by Ohio’s charm- and JJ’s, Sam begins to realize there is beauty in

the subtleties and ordinariness when it’s spent with someone special.

Torn between a life of love with her best friend and pursuing her desire to live an
adventurous life and realize her full potential, Sam struggles to make a decision

as she tries to resist society’s notion that we must have it all figured out.
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Growing up, and even now, I've loved teen romcom’s, but I could never relate to
them. I never wanted the guy, I wanted the dream. I want to see my favorite film

with a girl who chooses herself.

I'm from a small town in Akron, OH where everyone marries within the town and
raises their family to do the same. I saw the cycle and always felt like an
outsider, ready to escape as soon as possible. But, now that I'm older, I can see
the other perspective too. Maybe it’s not that people are afraid to take risks, but
they are perfectly happy with settling down and building a life with someone
they love. Although I enjoy chasing the dream and taking risks, sometimes I stop
and wonder if I'm really happy. And I'm sure those who chose to settle down
wonder what could have been if they'd followed that calling, or at least, I know 1
would. This film came out of me trying to figure out my feelings towards love,
success, and happiness. But really, no one in those situations is ever right. There

are always regrets, it's just about choosing a path.
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JLSSICl 1S 0N WWORA—WINNING OttoR o Filmmoker bosed iN
New Mork., She ReteNtly grOduOt2d FRoM 0N iNTLNSZ,
tFwo-uyeR NMC ootiNg coNSeRVOFoRY ONd hOs beeN
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cRedits iNclude |e0diNg Roles
IN NumeRows Shokt Films
ONd OFF—%Ko&dV\)(Llﬁ pl&zs
LS She CONTINUALS To CRLATZ

Nel oWN WOoRK.,

L B “TesSitl IS the embodimeNt of O
f : \/{;Klﬁ FoleNted Femole FilmmokeeR To
PRITeR/ DiReLToR Produsek lool owt FoR, lots of 8HOL+ WORK.
a UM neod.” —L0te Fee CiNemO






Collin is & New MoRK based (Retok aNd PRodwceR. BoRN iNto O
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Emil? IS 0N E‘Nalish—()&mmium\f OLLTRLSS DesT KNowN foR NeR Role QS
Beth \fouu\!a oN DespeRte Howsewives, Summi Slott IN Shameless,
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CoRolyuN PONKNIN i O Filmmaker iN NMC. She amdwaﬂd FRom NMWL'S
Tiseh School of the CLRES IN 2005 aNd has beenN mmwa IN the Film
INDUWSHRU ¢VeR SiINoe. She NS assisted OSchR aNd Emmuy NomiNoted Set
diRectors, PRoductioN Designers 0N OLRt DiRectors, anNd hos uw:\!Hz
wWorktd foR NBCL, (lmAZoN PrRime, CBY and Hwlw., HeR most ReceN
WoRK. iNclwdes pKodlmiN@ N df;siaNiNﬂ the shokt veRSioN of Escapir\ra Ohio.
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JOhmie MoNANON is AN WWORA=WINNING Filmmaker iNn NMC. She hos beeN &
Casting DiRettoR o ASSISFANT foR Off BrRo0dWAY shows as well as INdie TV o
Film. She hos ossisted Michoe! CASSARL, TeNNY ROvitZ ONd OSSISTANT CASt
“Below the Belt,” “TRIGD,” "LLCID* aNnd “The Shallow End” with ERich HORT
(Costing CooRdiNotorR 0t (LBCL PRimMetim<). IN 2019, Thmiz WLS 0sked to be O
pORt of SOE-OLFTRIL's OpenN DooR pRogRAM As O cOSFING pRoFessioNQl iN Fhe
iNdwer%q. She hos towght severnl clisses o KetoRs CoNNeLtioN, WrteNds +OlenNT
SNoWCASLS uawltm% ONd NS WoRKed wWith DiRectoRs of Al levels.
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fRom CONtoN, Ohio. He studied Video PRoduction 0t Ohio
WNiveRsity., He NOs ReweNTly filmed foR DisnNey, MISS
WNIVERSE, meom&d) & MoRe ONd NAS WoRKed oN NORRATIVE
Felture film, FunN Size. He's worked with Tessich oN NeR
st TWo shokt Films, iNc,llA,diNa E'Sw,pil\!ﬂ Onio.






