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Sophia's journey inta the restaurant world started when she became a host at Teleferic in Walnut Creek in
2016.

There, her knowledge of cuisine and love for hospitality naturally Led her to roles in event management and
business operations at Calavera in Oakland in 2017,

When the pandemic hit, she and her husband Paul lglesias co-managed Canela in 2015-2022 with a small,
close-knit team, an experlence that sharpened her entrepreneurfal skills.

Together, they went on to open Parche in 2023, a celebration of Paul's Colombian heritage, and are now.
preparing to launch Jaji in 2025 —a space set to redefine Afghan-American cuisine ina contemporary, lively,
and welcoming atasphere.
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